Marked-up set of claims: 

The following section is a marked-up set of the current claims as amended herein and as cleanly 
presented in the rewritten claims provided above. The additions to the claims are presented with 
double-underline and the deletions are presented using strike-through. 

1. (Amended) A method for management of a distributed data 

processing system, wherein the distributed data processing 
system is managed on behalf of a plurality of management 
customers, the method comprising: 

representing the distributed data processing — system as a — s^b 

of scopes, — wherein a scope comprises a logical organization of 
network - related ob j e cts , 

— associating each scop e with a management — customer , — and 

allowing an administrative user to configure — the distributed 

data processing syst e m 

configuring a firs t set of distributed discovery processes 
in accordance with a f irst set of configuration parameters: 

initiating the first set o f distributed discovery processes 
for discovering physical resources within the distributed data 
processing system: 

analyzing status information that is g enerated bv the first 
set of d istributed discovery processes: 

modifying a second set of configuration parameters in 
response to the analyzed stat us information: and 

initiating a second set of distributed discovery processes 
for discovering physical resources within the distributed data 
processing system in accordance w ith the modified second set of 
configuration parameters . 

9r~. The method of claim 1 further comprising. 

dynamically reconfiguring the distributed data processing 

syst e m . 
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3. (Amended) An apparatus for management of a distributed 

data processing system, wherein the distributed data processing 
system is managed on behalf of a plurality of management 
customers, the apparatus comprising: 

means for representing the distributed data processing 

system as a set of — scopes , — wherein a scope comprises a logical 
organization of network - related objects, 

means for associating each scope with a management customer; 

and 

means for allowing an administrative user to configure the 

distributed data processing system 

means for configuring a f irst set of distributed discovery 
processes in accordance with a first set of configuration 
parameters : 

means for initiati ng the first set of distributed discovery 
processes for discovering physical r esources within the 
distributed data proce ssing system: 

means for analyzing status informatio n that is generated bv 
the first set of distributed discovery processes: 

means for modifying a second set of configur ation parameters 
in response to the analyzed s tatus information: and 

means for initiati ng a second set of distributed discovery 
processes for discovering phy sical resources within the 
distributed data processing s ystem in accordance with the 
modified second set of config uration parameters. 

The apparatus of claim 3 — further comprising : 

means for dynamically reconfiguring the distributed data 

processing system . 
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5. (Amended) A computer program product in a computer 

readable medium for managing a distributed data processing 
system, wherein the distributed data processing system is 
managed on behalf of a plurality of management customers, the 
computer program product comprising: 

instructions — for representing the distributed data 

processing system as a set of — scopes , — wherein a — scope comprises 
a logical organization of network - related objects, 

instructions — for associating each scop e with a management 

customer , — artdt 

instructions — for allowing an administrative user to 

configure the distributed data processing system 

instructions for configuring a first set of distributed 
discovery processes i n accordance with a first set of 
configuration parameters; 

instructions for i nitiating the first set of distributed 
discovery processes for discovering physical resources within 
the distributed data processi ng system: 

instructions for analyzing status infor mation that is 
generated bv th e first set of distributed discovery processes: 

instructio ns for modifying a second set of configuration 
parameters in response to the analy zed status information: and 

instructions for initia ting a second set of distributed 

discovery processes for discovering physical resources within 
the distributed data processing syst em in accordance with the 
modified second set of configuratio n parameters. 

-G-. The computer program product of claim 5 — further comprising . 

instructions — for dynamically reconfiguring the distributed 

data processing system. 
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7. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
representing discovered physical resources within a set of 

scopes, wherein a scope comprises a logical organization of 
networks; and 

associating each scope with a management customer. 

8. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the first set of 
distributed discovery processes is initiated by a service 
provider that manages networks on behalf of the plurality of 
management customers . 

9. (New) The method of claim 8 wherein the second set of 
distributed discovery processes is initiated by a management 
customer . 

10. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein each discovery 
process uniquely executes in conjunction with an Object Request 
Broker (ORB) . 



11. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

configuring a set of customer-specified configuration 

parameters ; and 

executing the second set of distributed discovery processes 

in accordance with the set of customer-specified configuration 

parameters . 



12. (New) The method of claim 11 further comprising: 

modifying the set of customer-specified configuration 

parameters ; and 

in response to modifying the set of customer- specif ied 

configuration parameters, modifying the second set of 

configuration parameters. 
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13. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
generating the second set of configuration parameters for 

use in initializing networks of a first management customer; and 

copying the second set of configuration parameters for use 
in initializing networks of a second management customer. 

14. (New) The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising: 
means for representing discovered physical resources within 

a set of scopes, wherein a scope comprises a logical 
organization of networks; and 

means for associating each scope with a management customer. 

15. (New) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the first set of 
distributed discovery processes is initiated by a service 
provider that manages networks on behalf of the plurality of 
management customers . 

16. (New) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the second set 
of distributed discovery processes is initiated by a management 
customer . 

17. (New) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein each discovery 
process uniquely executes in conjunction with an Object Request 
Broker (ORB) . 

18. (New) The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising: 
means for configuring a set of customer-specified 

configuration parameters; and 

means for executing the second set of distributed discovery 
processes in accordance with the set of customer-specified 
configuration parameters. 
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19. (New) The apparatus of claim 18 further comprising: 
means for modifying the set of customer-specified 

configuration parameters; and 

means for modifying the second set of configuration 
parameters in response to modifying the set of 
customer-specified configuration parameters. 

20. (New) The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising: 
means for generating the second set of configuration 

parameters for use in initializing networks of a first 
management customer ; and 

means for copying the second set of configuration parameters 
for use in initializing networks of a second management 
customer . 

21. (New) The computer program product of claim 5 further 
comprising : 

instructions for representing discovered physical resources 
within a set of scopes, wherein a scope comprises a logical 
organization of networks; and 

instructions for associating each scope with a management 
customer . 



22. (New) The computer program product of claim 5 wherein 
the first set of distributed discovery processes is initiated by 
a service provider that manages networks on behalf of the 
plurality of management customers. 

23. (New) The computer program product of claim 22 wherein 
the second set of distributed discovery processes is initiated 
by a management customer. 
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CONCLUSION 



No new matter has been introduced by this amendment. For any other outstanding matters or 
issues, the examiner is urged to call or fax the below-listed telephone numbers to expedite the prosecution 
and examination of this application. 



DATE: December 15. 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Josep] 




Reg. No. 44,468 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 

Law Office of Joseph R. Burwell 
P.O. Box 28022 
Austin, Texas 78755 
(512)502-9448 (voice) 
(512)597-1218 (fax) 
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